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For those of you in Royal Arch, you will know, but for everyone else
John Culling is Second Provincial Grand Principal.  I was invited
round for a breakfast interview (the second one in a week) and had
one of the best, if not, the best, bacon sandwiches I have ever had.
I was very tempted to phone John up a week later to say that I had
lost the interview and we would have to do it all again, just so I could
have another bacon sandwich.
Q:  Where were you born and where did you grow up?
A:  I was born in Hillingdon Hospital.  My father was from West
London and my mother was from Yorkshire.  They married in
Yorkshire but moved down to London shortly after, where I was
born, but my mother decided, when I was about three months old,
that she didn’t like London and wanted to move back.  So I grew up
and went to school, which I enjoyed, in Yorkshire until I was 16, and
then came down to London to join the Police Force.
I did three years in the Cadets - 40% academic work, 40% sport and
activities and 20% police.  We did all sorts of training, assault
courses, rope courses, canoeing.  We did a canoe survival test, I
remember it was February 1966 and it was freezing and the
examiner was Mick Jagger’s dad.  In the last of the three years they
brought you closer to the Police, working in various departments
and then you went out with the Police, predominantly on foot, but
occasionally in a car.  Then 4 days after I was 19 (in 1968) I became
a Metropolitan Policeman.
I got posted to D Division, St John’s Wood which was an interesting
station to be posted in 1968 because the Abbey Road Studios were
not far away in one direction and Paul McCartney lived a short
distance in the other direction and we regularly received calls to
move the fans on.  We got to know the Beatles, (got to know might
be an over-statement) but we got familiar with them.  I often took
Paul McCartney’s little girl to school and John Lennon in his
pyschodellic Rolls Royce came passed one night and John looked at
me and said ‘He’s a f****** big’un’.  Also the Police van you can see
on the cover of the Abbey Road album is the one I used to drive.
A year later it was all to come to an end.  I set off early to Yorkshire
for a holiday and I don’t know what happened exactly, but I had an
accident on the A1, between me and a road sign.  I ended up nearly
losing my life, nearly losing my arm.  I had an operation immediately
in Derbyshire and then I went to Harrogate to see a specialist who
re-modelled my arm into a reasonable shape.  I was off work for a
year and I was told we can either make it bend or we can make it
strong, but we can’t do both.  I told them to make it bend and leave
it to me to make it strong, and that was the end of my career as a
Policeman and the dreaded day when they put a red cross through
your warrant card.
The Police gave me a very good grounding and very good training
which enabled me to go into other things and Scotland Yard had a
very good person whose prime responsibility was to help people
find another job if you had to leave the Force through no fault of
your own, i.e. injury.  I got a job at Elizabeth Arden in the very
‘embryonic’ data processing section. On day two a chap came up to 

me to ask if I would like to buy a watch, so I said “not particularly,
why are you asking”, he said “I need a few bob because I’m leaving
at the end of the week,” I asked what he was going to do and he
said “ I want to be famous, I’m going to be a singer” - his name was
Declan Macmanus who famously became Elvis Costello.
After a couple of jobs it was obvious times were changing and so I
went into word processing and worked for a company called
Hamilton Rentals.  A lot of my work was rental as well as sales.  In
1986 the IBM PC came in and changed the world and I moved into
computing but always in an account management role and in
January 2008 I retired.
Q:  Who brought you into masonry?
A:  At a retirement lunch a chap from Scotland who I was sitting
next to asked if I was a Freemason - I didn’t know what a Freemason
was, but he said if I was interested I should speak to Ted.  Ted
worked in my office in London, so I spoke to him and he asked if I
was going to join, my view was if they both enjoyed it then I
probably would as well, so in 1979 I joined.
Q:  What do you get from Freemasonry?
A:  Enjoyment - I just love everything I do in Freemasonry.  I enjoy
mostly seeing people do things they didn’t think they could do.
Q:  What hobbies or interests do you have outside Freemasonry?
A:  I use to play a lot of badminton but after the accident I had to
stop.  I then played squash for quite a while and I started playing
golf in the early eighties, but then we had children so I didn’t play
for a time, but when the children grew up a bit I learnt to play
properly.  In 2008 I became Captain and I’ve been Chairman for the
last seven years.
The year I retired from work I became a Magistrate.  I’m also a
Toastmaster, which I have been doing for the last 10 years, which I
thoroughly enjoy, and I am also a Funeral Celebrant.  Whatever I do
I get great satisfaction.
Q:  What was your best holiday?
A:  A cruise we had in the early nineties - it was a prize I won, being
one of the top sales people.  It was a weeks cruise on a brand new
luxury liner in the Mediterranean.

Q:  Do you have a ‘bucket list’?
A:  I probably don’t, actually.  I’ve never been desperate to do
anything.  I’ve been very fortunate in the places I’ve been able to
go and the things I’ve done.
Q:  What excites you?
A:  Leeds United winning football! - I’m a massive Leeds fan.
Things going as you planned them, things going well.  I like to do
things well and if something goes to plan - that excites me.
Q:  What annoys you?     A:  Bad process and stupid people.
Q:  Film or theatre?
A:  Theatre - I like musicals.  Phantom of the Opera would be top
of the list.
Q:  Favourite drink?    A:  Either a good gin & tonic or a pint of beer.
Q:  City or countryside?     A:  City
Q:  Favourite food?     A :  Calves Liver - cooked properly!

JOHN CULLING
THE MAN BEHIND THE MASON



15

Q:  Friends round for dinner or going out for a meal?
A :  Going to a restaurant.
Q:  Favourite piece of music?      A:  Chopin - Piano Concerto No2.
Q:  Sweet or savoury?      A:  Savoury.
Q:  Cats or dogs?      A:  Cats.
Q:  Art galleries or museums?      A:  Probably museums.
Q:  Rugby or football?      A:  Football.
Q:  Favourite season?      A:  Spring
Q:  If you were on a desert island, what book would you take?
A:  Quite possibly ‘Steve Jobs’ his life story.

Q:  Music or talk radio?
A:  Music - Chopin as I already said or Matt Monro.
Q:  What would be your luxury item?
A:  I’ll come back to you on that one!
The fact that John struggled to think of a luxury item shows me how
contented he is, he doesn’t need luxury items.  He is happy with his
lot - a man at peace with himself, who enjoys life and enjoys all the
hobbies and interests he has.  John is very much a people person
and therefore his jobs/interests of Funeral Celebrant, Magistrate,
Toastmaster etc are perfectly suited to him.
I spent a very enjoyable couple of hours with John and had a terrific
bacon sandwich (did I mention that already?) thanks to Shirley (his
wife).  So if you need to have a chat/meeting with John, suggest it’s
over breakfast at his house.

Since taking over as Provincial Grand Master of Middlesex in the Mark degree in September last
year, RW Bro Eddy Garty, (who it has to be said oozes enthusiasm for the order), has been holding
a series of seminars throughout the Province for non Mark Masons, (yes there are still a few
brethren who have not yet discovered the joys of the Mark!).  The latest was held at Cole Court on
Monday 26 February.
In Scotland, the Mark degree is part of becoming a Master Mason and in Ireland the Mark degree
is incorporated within the Holy Royal Arch.  In England, those of us "in the know”, refer to it as the
friendly degree.  It deeply enhances a brother’s knowledge and understanding of the Craft,
especially the Second Degree in a unique manner.
After an excellent ceremony of Advancement, with W Bro Jim Mitchell as Master, the Lodge was
closed and prospective members came into the temple, still set up as a Mark Lodge, and were
then richly addressed by RW Bro Eddy Garty.
What's in it for me? I hear you ask.  Indeed, why should any brother bother to take an interest in
the Mark?  Well, I can promise you an enhanced sense of brotherhood; for those with an historical
bent, a fascinating enrichment of the tale so far, and for the knife and fork mason, a thoroughly
great time.
Afterwards all the brethren attending were invited to a free buffet dinner courtesy of Middlesex
Mark Masons and everyone enjoyed it so much that many of the brethren had to be turfed out at
closing time by the bar staff.
Now having read the above, those of us in the Mark are expecting a quiet stampede of enthusiasm,
interest and further enquiry.  In fact our Provincial Secretary, W Bro Peter Dack, is expecting you
in your thousands, to send your enquiries to him: pgsec@middlesexmark.org.uk
We look forward to seeing you soon!      Martin Smith

Craft meets Mark
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