
 Join us for our next event! 

 
A demonstration and explanation of the 

FIRST DEGREE 
by the Prince Michael of Kent Lodge Demonstration Team 

Uxbridge Masonic Centre 
 

Saturday 16th March 2013 

9:30 – 10.00am  

 

followed by our AGM 

 

NOT TO BE MISSED!! 

                                                                                                        WINTER EDITION NEWSLETTER 



London to Brighton Bike Ride! 
Leon Beccles from the Lodge of Patience and Industry (5781) had been a mason for just over a 
year when he visited his first Middlesex Light Blues club meeting at Harrow on the 25th May 2012.  
At the meeting, he got talking to a number of new and older members and discovered that there 
were many events he could get involved in.  Shortly after the meeting, he signed up as a marshal 
for the London to Brighton Master’s Ride.  Leon said, “it was a wonderful day out.  I got to meet 
many masons from different lodges and I thoroughly enjoyed myself.  I will definitely be back next 
year and may even be cycling! “ 
 
Next year’s ride, which raises many thousands of pounds for charities, is on Saturday 22nd June 
2013.  Further information can be found on the Provincial Web site www.pglm.org.uk   
 
The event organiser, Paul Sully, is always looking for riders and marshals to help out on the day.  
You can contact him by email at psully@blueyonder.co.uk or by phone on  
020 8429 0670  
 
Why not join Leon?    Go on get involved! 

MEET OUR CHAIRMAN! 
W.Bro Brian Lown  
Born and educated in the Province of Middlesex, Brian 
is a Past Assistant Grand Master of the Province, 
Chairman of the Middlesex Sports Association and has 
been chairman of the Middlesex Light Blues Club since 
its inception. 
 
A keen sailor, skier, diver and golfer, over many years 
Brian has taken a consistent and active role in 
promoting the Provinces activities and initiatives and is 
an ardent and enthusiastic supporter for all that the 
Province offers . 
 

During this time Brian has been most fortunate to have the unfailing support of his partner 
Janet and between then they share five wonderful children. As a proud father he has also 
been successful in “keeping it in the family” by initiating his son Bryan into Freemasonry 
who is now a Middlesex Past Provincial Grand Steward. 

FAMOUS FREEMASONS 
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Mark Sweeny Secretary  
What is Freemasonry? 
Freemasonry means different things to each of those who join. For some, it’s about making new  
friends and acquaintances. For others it’s about being able to help deserving causes – making a  
contribution to family and society. But for most, it is an enjoyable hobby. 
 
Freemasonry is one of the world’s oldest and largest non-religious, non-political, fraternal and  
charitable organisation. It teaches self-knowledge through participation in a progression  
of ceremonies. Members are expected to be of high moral standing and are encouraged to speak  
openly about Freemasonry. The following information is intended to explain Freemasonry as it is  
practised under the United Grand Lodge of England, which administers Lodges of Freemasons in  
England and Wales and in many places overseas. 
 
Freemasonry is a society of men concerned with moral and spiritual values. Its members are taught its principles (moral lessons and self-knowledge) by a series of ritual dramas 
- a progression of allegorical two-part plays which are learnt by heart and performed within each Lodge - which follow ancient forms, and use stonemasons’ customs and tools 
as allegorical guides. 
 
Freemasonry instils in its members a moral and ethical approach to life: its values are based on integrity, kindness, honesty and fairness. Members are urged to regard the 
interests of the family as paramount but, importantly, Freemasonry also teaches and practices concern for people, care for the less fortunate and help for those in need. 

 

Charity 
From its earliest days, Freemasonry has been concerned with the care of orphans, the sick and the aged. This work continues today. 
In addition, large sums are given to national and local charities.  

Mark Sweeney married to Karen, two step children Edward & Hannah, Lives in Abbots Langley 

Hertfordshire. Partner in on set Medical support services based at Pinewood studios providing 

ambulance and medical support to the film and television industry. Masonic History-Alperton 

Lodge, Initiated November 2001, Raised November 2002, Master of Lodge 2006/2007 and 2007/ 

2008, Member of Alperton Chapter, Member of Middlesex Master Southgate Member of the 

Middlesex Grand Family fete Committee, Secretary of the Light Blues Club, Director of 

Ceremonies/Preceptor of Alperton, Provincial Grand Pursuivant of Middlesex. 

Mark Sweeney secretary 

07889035316 mark.sweeney@onsetmedical.co.uk) 

A mason who had just been installed as Master of his lodge and was duly 

attending all the functions he could was having a hard time with his wife who 

said... “All those masters-in-office have to do is click their fingers and you would 

be there wouldn't you?.........I wish I was a master!" 

After due thought, he said... 

"So do I dear..... We swap them for a new one every year!!" 
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 MEET OUR  SECRETARY! 



Royal Arch 
and the Provincial Grand Chapter of Middlesex 
The Royal Arch is the continuation of Craft Masonry and is open to men of all faiths. Its members are called Companions, and they meet in Chapters. The Supreme Grand 
Chapter of England is the governing body of the Royal Arch in England, Wales and the Channel Island. Chapters are ruled over by three Principals, who rule conjointly, and 
Supreme Grand Chapter is ruled by three Grand Principals. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapters under the jurisdiction of Supreme Grand Chapter of England are grouped as Metropolitan area or Provinces, which are based 
on the old Counties. Overseas Chapters are grouped in Districts. Metropolitan, Provincial and District Grand Chapters are ruled over by a 
Grand Superintendent who is appointed by the First Grand Principal as his personal representative for the particular area. 
The Royal Arch in England has four ceremonies: the exaltation ceremony for new members, and an installation ceremony for each of the 
three Principals. The exaltation ceremony consists of two parts. The first part is a dramatic representation of the principles of the Order, 
and the second part consists of three lectures in which the history, symbolism and principles of the Royal Arch are further explained. 
 
The exaltation ceremony is based on an allegory of the Old Testament telling of the return to Jerusalem from the Babylonish captivity to 
rebuild the city and temple, and in clearing the ground of the original temple for the foundations of the second temple, the exaltee 
makes a number of discoveries which emphasise the centrality of god to man’s life and existence and, without transgressing the bounds 
of religion, lead the exaltee to a consideration of the nature of God and his personal relationship with Him. 
 
The royal Arch is considered to be the completion of “pure ancient Masonry”. 

Bro John of citadel lodge 1897 
Q. Why do we have a chequered floor in our Lodges? 
A. The Chequered floor is a representation of the ground floor of King Solomon’s Temple and is 
emblematic of human life, Our chequered past, good and evil, right and wrong, day and night 

Bro Chris of Keystone Lodge 7911 
Q. What are the significance of the Rough and  
Smooth Ashlars? 
A. The smooth ashlar on the Senior Warden’s pedestal 
and the rough ashlar on the Junior Warden’s pedestal 
are the ‘Improvable Jewels’. They represent two 
different stages in Freemasonry and understanding. The 
rough ashlar is thought of as the stone on which an 
apprentice can learn the art of stonemasonry. The 
smooth ashlar is used by the more experienced 
stonemason to hone and perfect his skills. 

Masonic Question & Answers 
 If you have any question please email me. thebriggs_family@hotmail.com

The Committee at Harrow recently had a meeting to discuss the future road map of the Harrow 

Centre to ensure that Harrow maintains great events for our members. Among the great events in 

the pipeline being planned are a special behind the scenes trip to Bletchley Park, the National Codes 

and Cipher Centre to learn about the various Freemasons who have worked at the Centre over the 

years. Also planned for September is a demonstration and explanation of the Emulation Lectures by 

members of the Emulation Lodge of Improvement Committee to explain how our Degree Ceremony 

ritual today originated from the original masonic Lectures. 

 Jayson Brinkler  Centre Chairman email jbrinkler@me.com 

Twickenham Light Blues meet on the last Tuesday of the month at  

Cole Ct in the bar area 7.15 for7.30 pm.  

We would like to meet you, so come and introduce yourselves to us  

for an informal chat and meet the members. 

Anything you need to know, please ask. If you have any ideas for an  

event you would like us to arrange,  

Please contact me on 07860720129 

williamsandbarnes@yahoo.co.uk Paul Williams Chairman 

 

Bro Alan of Eastcote Lodge 
5515 
Q. Why do we wear white 
gloves at Lodge meetings? 
A. The custom of wearing white 
gloves is of great antiquity in 
history, but undoubtedly, the 
use of white gloves in 
Freemasonry is symbolic, like 
the EA apron, is intended to 
denote purity of life and action. 
In some lodges, the white 
gloves are presented to the new 
Initiate.  



Date of Next Years Fete: Sunday 21st July 2013, to be held at Royal Masonic School for Girls, Rickmansworth Park, Rickmansworth, WD3 4HF 
 
A need has been identified within the Masonic Province of Middlesex that requires our most urgent attention. When a Lodge/Chapter closes, the widows of former members, 
who have been closely associated with that Lodge for many years, quickly lose contact. In some cases, they may no longer have the support of the members, whom they have 
come to know and trust. These widows are ‘adopted’ by the Province; With a number of Lodges/Chapters closing each year, we need financial support for this Provincial 
initiative and so again this year the MGFF (Middlesex Grand Family Fete) Committee are organising a ‘Walk for Widows’. The walk will be a 1-Mile sponsored event around the 
beautiful grounds of the Royal Masonic School for Girls in Rickmansworth. This will take place during the fete. 
 
We are hoping for at least one volunteer from each Middlesex Lodge or Chapter to represent their Masonic Unit. If each Lodge and Chapter could raise a minimum of £20.00 
between now and next July, we would raise a substantial sum of money to support these widows, and conserve other Provincial funds for other equally worthwhile causes. 

Middlesex Grand Family Fete 2013 

Masonic JOKE  

Question: How many Past Matrons does it take to screw in a light bulb? 

Answer: Three. One to screw it in, one to read the minutes of the last light bulb 

replacement, and one to sit on the sidelines to say, "That isn't the way we used 

to screw in light bulbs 

Charitable Work 

The values of Freemasonry are based on integrity, kindness, honesty and fairness. 

Freemasons are taught to practise charity and to care, not only for their own, but 

also for the community as a whole – both by charitable giving, and by voluntary 

efforts and works as individuals. 

From its earliest days, Freemasonry has been concerned with the care of orphans, 

the sick and the aged. This work continues today. In addition, large sums are given 

to national and local charities. 

Masonic charity is exercised at every level: individual Lodges make gifts and give 

aid to their own communities and every Province also gives large sums of money 

to regional causes. Nationally, our efforts are channelled through four main 

charity organisations: 

The Freemasons’ Grand Charity 

Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys 

Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution 

Masonic Samaritan Fund 

The new Chairman at Staines is planning -  Vist to Grand Lodge;Offical tour of Temples etc. With 

partners and prospective new members,buffet lunch in the pub afterwards – StainesLight Blues to 

host a stall or event at the Family Fete.BBQ or similar at Staines Centre. To starta Masonic meeting 

support club, giving all members an opportunity to vist and support each other’s 

meetings,especially when a member is a candidate to be passed/raised etc.For more info please 

contact Cliff Waugh,  07751312515, 01753527200,  0173522278     staineslightblues@aol.com 



Brethren, 
We have had a very successful year with the Light Blue events well attended by our 

members based at Southgate. Thank you to all of you who attended our Christmas get 
together, it was a great evening. With regards to future events I would welcome your 
input with regards to ideas for events, including locations. Ideally I would like to try to 
arrange a get together every month to meet up for a drink, and may be go and get a 

bite to eat afterwards. This could be at the Centre on other location in London, say at a 
bar near Liverpool Street station, I am open to suggestions. This would not only be 
open to Brethren but also friends of yours who might be interested in joining. I can 

promise you that you will find that there is far more to be got from Masonry than just 
turning up to your respective Lodge meetings, especially when you come along to our 

events, meet and speak with other Brethren about their experiences. Although 
Southgate is certainly the smallest centre, collectively we can make it the best.  

I would also very much like to hear of any achievements from any of our members, be it 
either masonic or no 
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Gift Aid Envelope Scheme 
In 2011 the GAE scheme raised £1.1m and in 2012 £1.2m. This was 
inclusive over the two years of 0.5m in gift aid tax relief refunded from 
HMRC. This shows the importance of using the envelopes as without 
their use charities would be worse off by £500,000! 
Please remember to use these envelopes to make your charitable 
donations at your Lodge meetings to maximise each contribution given. 
 
Grand Charity releases £485,000 in latest major grants. 
Fourteen charities have been awarded major grants totalling £485,000. 
Full details of these grants can be obtained from the Provincial website. 

Report from Southgate 

We have had a very successful year with the Light Blue events well attended by our members based at Southgate. Thank you to all of you 

who attended our Christmas get together, it was a great evening. With regards to future events I would welcome your input with regards 

to ideas for events, including locations. Ideally I would like to try to arrange a get together every month to meet up for a drink, and may be 

go and get a bite to eat afterwards. This could be at the Centre on other location in London, say at a bar near Liverpool Street station, I am 

open to suggestions. This would not only be open to Brethren but also friends of yours who might be interested in joining. I can promise 

you that you will find that there is far more to be got from Masonry than just turning up to your respective Lodge meetings, especially 

when you come along to our events, meet and speak with other Brethren about their experiences. Although Southgate is certainly the 

smallest centre, collectively we can make it the best.  

I would also very much like to hear of any achievements from any of our members, be it either masonic or non-masonic, so that it can be 

included in the next newsletter. Look out for out tweets.  

Jamie Woods Southgate Light Blues Chairman Tel : 01799 599641.Email: jamiew@issltd.euhttps://twitter.com/SGateLightBlues  

 

 

                                                                        Masonic JOKE  

A brother Mason died and went to Heaven. St. Peter was giving him a tour of 

the place when they entered a huge room filled with clocks, all showing 

different times. "There's one clock for each lodge," Peter said, "and every 

time a mistake is made in the ritual, that lodge's clock moves ahead one 

minute." 

The brother looked for his lodge's clock in vain. Finally he turned to St. Peter 

and asked where it was located. "Well, it got kind of hot in the kitchen," said 

the Saint, "and we needed a fan..." 

Any queries you may have about the Light Blues Club please contact John Briggs – 020 8420 6507   

 


